
JULY 23, 2012 

D-31 

Everything has been said above. Let’s repeat again: 

In one month, I will post from Montreal. 

Having said that, I must admit that it was not sensational news (“You said it twice in the last post!”). As they say: 

“Of course one can jump up and down yelling McGill! McGill! (or Montreal! Montreal!) But it amounts to 

nothing and it means nothing.”1 (plagiarism of Charles de Gaulle’s quote about Europe). 

Thus, I have to consider things as they are, without being vague. Let’s summarize at D-31. 

[Im-]Migration 

I have to prove that I come in Montreal in order to study in Quebec (so in Canada). 

1. I received a letter from Montreal; it was my acceptation letter in McGill University 

2. I sent a letter to Montreal (Quebec, QC is the capital of Quebec but the ministère de l’Immigration et des 

Communautés culturelles2 is situated in Montreal, QC) 

3. I received a letter from Montreal; it was my Certificat d’Acceptation au Québec3 

4. I sent a letter to Paris (in some extent I sent this letter to Canada since the addressee was the visa office of 

Citizenship and Immigration Canada in Paris) 

4 

5 And now I am waiting for a letter from Paris which contains a Study 

Permit. If you want to get it, you must declare whether you have taken 

part to crime against humanity (in passing, I declare that I am allergic 

neither to lily nor to maple syrup; I declare that I have learnt Latin 

declinations). 

Some days ago, Citizenship and Immigration Canada sent me an email 

instead of a postal letter. According to it, I should print the email and 

not wait for the postal letter, in order to be admitted in Canada. Thus 

the little migratory martlet student will be able to go into the big 

aeronautic bird take a plane and land in Montreal-Trudeau. 

Update on August 2: I still wait for this letter…  

                                                
1 « Bien entendu, on peut sauter sur sa chaise comme un cabri en disant l’Europe ! l’Europe ! l’Europe ! mais cela n’aboutit à rien et cela 

ne signifie rien. » Charles de Gaulle, 1965. 
2 Immigration Ministry of Quebec 
3 Approximately a study permit for Quebec. Though Quebec is not a independent country but a province with broad 

competences, foreign students who go to Quebec have to get a Certificat d’Acceptation au Québec AND a study permit. 
4 “During peace or war, have you already taken part to a war crime or a crime against humanity (murder, torture, aggression, slavery, 

deprivation of water or food, etc.)? Have you already taken part to civilian deportation or any other inhuman act against civilians or war 

prisoners?” 
5 Let’s hope that the picture does not show a transatlantic plane…  



Housing 

The alternative was the following: on campus or off campus. After hesitating during weeks months, I chose to rent off 

campus, which seems to be the least expensive solution (without being the cheapest; but let’s compare with French 

Cité U6 fees…). 

Now it is a “funny time” (irony): I try to understand classifieds (which are not always relevant), I often dial with 

+001 514 code7, etc. However this “funny time” only begins and nothing is really settled. 

HOUSING WANTED: Apartment for rent (1 ½ or 2 ½) or a shared rent (with other students), in 

Downtown Montreal (near to McGill, Place-des-Arts or Guy-Concordia). Preferably furnished, heat and hot 

water included.  

Healthcare 

I filled the SE 401-Q-106 form in (what a lovely name!). First part was filled in by my French alma mater. Second part 

was filled later: first I wondered who should fill it, then student healthcare office refused to fill it, then Paris 

international healthcare office refused too, eventually the healthcare office of Versailles appended its stamp on the 

form.8 

Getting the Carte Soleil is all that remains in order to enjoy 

Quebec health insurance. Let’s hope that it will be easier 

than in this video (extract from The Twelve Tasks of Asterix, 

1976, P. Tchernia, R. Goscinny and A. Uderzo). 

Update on August 2: I do not know whether I will need 

a “mutuelle complémentaire”9 .  

Other aspects 

Food 

Whether I decided to cook, I would let you know. I have been living in the nest of at 

my parents’ for more than eighteen years. Even instructions from this book10 have 

not yet been effective. However I know what the ‘best before date’ mean, how to use 

a microwave and how to wash and cut vegetables. 

Money 

Work in progress – I will keep you informed. 

Transportation – Telecommunications – Sports… 

Work in progress – I will keep you informed. 

Thus, you know how things are, as they are. More details will be given in coming 

posts. As you read, I do not only jump up and down yelling McGill! McGill! 

                                                
6 In France, student residences have very low fees in comparison to off campus housing. The situation is dramatically different in 

Montreal. 
7 +001 is the international dialling code for Canada. +514 seems to be the code for Montreal. 
8 cf French administrations… 
9 Complementary health cover. 
10 “Au secours! Je quitte ma mère!” (SOS! I leave my mother!) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JtEkUmYecnk
http://editionslesbeauxjours.blogspot.fr/2010/05/au-secours-je-quitte-ma-mere.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JtEkUmYecnk

