
My first postcards 

Montreal, September 28 
Today, I sent my first postcards. 

 



You will better understand with the following diagram: 

 

Find the 
postcards 

• I wanted to talk about McGill. 

• Souvenirs shops of the Old Montreal do have postcards... which never 
show McGill. 

• However I found very few postcards with McGill (after a long search). 

Choose the 
addressees 

• The choice was restricted by the fact that I had few postal addresses of 
friends. 

• There are 3 addressees. If you want to receive a postcard, please send me 
an email with your address. 

Write on the 
postcards 

• I went to the McLennan Library and I write on the postcards (while other 
students procrastinate do their readings). 

• While writing one of the postcards, I forgot that there was a recto with the 
picture and the verso. That is why I tried to write on the picture... 



This diagram is a simplified one. 
- I have not indicated that the McGill Bookstore sells birthday cards 

(but not postcards) and that the postcards have very short lines 
designed for the address of the addressee. 

- There is another step: I had to send these postcards. 
 
 Canada Post has not its own “post offices”, even in Montreal. You have 

to go to a shop where a post “desk” is set up (e.g. in a dépanneur, in a 
pharmacy…).  

In fact, I needed fifteen 
minutes in order to find the post 
office. It was by a dépanneur (i.e. a 
local convenience store) in the 
basement of a building (and 
nothing was indicated in the 
street). 
 

http://www.canadapost.ca/cpo/mc/default.jsf
http://www.canadapost.ca/cpotools/apps/fpo/personal/findPostOfficeDetail?outletId=g5e5643d99decbb86_0000102170
http://www.canadapost.ca/cpotools/apps/fpo/personal/findPostOfficeDetail?outletId=g5e5643d99decbb86_0000102170


If you send a postcard from Canada to another country, that will cost 
$1.80 (except the US, it would cost $1.05). You must add the taxes 
(5%+9.5%). Note that the average price of a postcard is about 70 cents 
(although some postcards cost only 25 cents, but they are tiny and not 
really nice). 

The addressees will receive the postcards in 5 or 7 days. 
 
One of the postcards is sent to: 27 rue Saint-Guillaume (in Paris). Thus, 

the heads of the undergraduate program of Sciences Po in Paris (Ms 
Mélonio and Mr Colon) will receive it. Mr Colon said that he would be 
pleased to receive a lot of postcards from the exchange students, in order to 
cover a wall. However we may consider that these postcards are ‘not safe for 
work’… 

 
PW 



  
In the background, there is the Arts building with the red/white flag of 
McGill. You have to guess that several buildings are behind the trees – e.g. the 
McLennan Library of Human and Social Sciences and the Stephen Leacock 
building. Notice that trees remain green in the end of September. 


