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END OF MIDTERMS 
 

Dear reader, 
 

I did not miss you. There was so much work (mock exams, books to be read…), although I had also enough time to 
procrastinate. 
Midterms have been over for a couple of hours! 
 

I will not repeat the post about my first midterm, but some facts have to be updated. 

- Time still is an issue. It is very difficult for me to admit that 1.5h = 80 minutes. Perhaps that is why I had 
some troubles to finish exams… 

- Studying for exams is something nice. Though my notes were not really complete, I really like reviewing 
courses, memorizing concepts. 

- What do the instructors expect? One teacher claim that they grade severely, while a TA seems to behave 
differently as he began to grade exams. 

- Lecture halls do not always have tables for students; sometimes you have to manage with a small lateral shelf 
(which is too small for a booklet). And one of my midterm exams took place in Redpath Auditorium, with 
no table or shelf at all. I had to buy a clipboard in order to be able to write… 

Midterms are over, but I have other homework such as a debate to prepare about China (is China’s rise a threat for 
peace and stability in international relations?). 
 

I planned to write other articles, maybe too many potential other articles. Here is a – brief – non-exhaustive – list. 

- Discover Montreal. Though this blog is not a touristic guide, you may want to know what is the RÉSO, or 
the Biosphère, or the Festival des Lanternes. 

- My feelings about the campus. That is also important. 

- The Humanities and Social Sciences Library. I was a student-worker in the Sciences Po Library; therefore 
comparative commentaries may be interesting. I also plan to spend a night in the library (the library is open 
24 hours a day). 

- Language issues. In Montreal, you never know if you should speak either French or English (except in 
Chinatown, where you can speak Chinese). 

- Canadian issues. Be reassured: I will not write a whole dissertation on this topic. Other Sciences Po students 
(Théo and Adrien in Vancouver) wrote articles about their views on Canada’s identity, and they thought that 
a view from Quebec could be complementary. 

- Money. Is blueberry jam expensive? How much is a Litre of orange juice in Montreal?  

- “Affectations”. As a second-year student, you may also want to know how to go to McGill in exchange year. 
However, this topic is quite sensitive…  

- My trip to New York City. I spent 3 days in NYC (during the Thanksgiving weekend), from the St. 
Lawrence River to the Hudson River.  

- Water is free.  

- Federal politics. Try to guess: Thomas Mulcair, Liberal Party of Canada, caucus, Jim Flaherty, the Parliament 
Hill, Rideau Hall… 

- Charbonneau Commission. You will know why Quebeckers are talking about roses, Italians, Celine Dion’s 
concerts…  

 

Since I have no TV at home (and the Internet is hardly working), I could not watch at the US presidential debates. 
Actually, I do not really care about the US presidential campaign, as I am poorly informed about it. Shame on me.  
 
 

PW 


