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Since the end of October in Montreal, I have noticed that many people were wearing a red flower on their 

jackets. Here are some pictures: 

 
 

 

 

Obviously this flower had not relation to fashion. This flower was neither a new form of the “carré rouge” 

(the symbol of the student strikes against increasing in tuition fees). It was neither the logo of a cultural or 

social event. 

 

I could not remain ignorant. After a conference in Asian foreign policy, I asked two classmates why they 

wore this red and black flower. They were delighted by my question and their replied that: 

It was a poppy. This fabric flower is worn before the Remembrance Day, in order to commemorate 

the soldiers who were killed in the line of duty. Remembrance Day is on November 11, but this 

memorial day is for all wars (not only the First World War). You cannot buy a poppy, but you get 

one when you make a donation to the Royal Canadian Legion. Poppy is worn in Canada and in the 

rest of the Commonwealth. 



Of course I knew that British wore a poppy on November 11, but I did not know that it was also worn in 

Canada by almost everyone, and several weeks before the Remembrance Day.  

 

Then I went to the Y-intersection (the main 

meeting point in McGill campus), and a stand of 

the Royal Canadian Legion was there. I gave them 

$x and they gave me a poppy. A red poppy, with a 

pin: 

 

Be careful! There are regulations on the way you 

wear poppies. Do not wear yellow puppies, and do 

not do macramé with them! 

 

Remembrance Day is a day for all the soldiers who were killed in the wars (whereas in France November 11 

is the day for the end of WWI only).  

Canadian Forces fought overseas during the 

Second Boer War, the WWI, the WWII, the 

Korean War, and later in Afghanistan, in ex-

Yugoslavia and in Haiti (but not in Iraq). 

They also fought in France (although most 

French people do not know that at all), as you 

may notice in the military cemeteries. Canadians 

won the Vimy Battle in April 1917. They landed 

on Juno Beach in Normandy on 1944 June 6. 

Therefore their role in the World Wars was 

critical for the Allies. 

 

A last remark: in Ontario and Quebec, November 11 is not a statutory public holiday. 

 

PW 

 

Note: 363 members of McGill community (i.e. students, scholars and employees) were killed during the 

World War I; 298 were killed during the World War II. 

http://www.legion.ca/Poppy/campaign_f.cfm
http://www.legion.ca/Home/FAQ_f.cfm#PR

