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The English version of this article is shorter than the French one, because it 

would have been too long to explain all the details (tweets and videos are 

embedded, most images have French captions…). 

If you want to read more about this issue, I advise you to go on the website 

of The Montreal Gazette (the oldest still-printed newspaper in Canada). There 

is a section for “Corruption in Quebec” and another for “Municipal affairs”. 

I talk about the main revelations which have happened since I came in 

Montreal. 

 

The Commission of Inquiry on the Awarding and Management of Public Contracts 

in the Construction Industry has been created in October 2011, in order to 

work about the relations between politics, building business and mafia in 

Quebec. Indeed, several corruption scandals were brought to light in the 

2000s. 

There have been many hearings in the Charbonneau Inquiry: scholars who have 

studied mafia, representatives of political parties and town councils… Many 

revelations have broken out. 

- An entrepreneur (Lino Zambito) used to play golf with municipal 

engineers in order to win a contract with public authorities of 

Montreal. He also paid them. 

- The same entrepreneur sent 40 roses to the former vice-Premier of Quebec 

for her 40th birthday; he also invited her to a Celine Dion’s concert. 

- The chief engineer of Montreal (Gilles Surprenant) forgot how much he 

received (more than $500,000) from businessmen. He spent all this money 

in casino. 

- The prosecutor of the Commission had to resign due to a conflict of 

interest (he used to be an advisor for a firm which was implicated in 

several inquiries).  

- The former treasurer of Union Montréal party (Martin Dumont) was 

accountable for the secret fundraising of this municipal political 

party. The leader of this party knew that. 

This leader was Gérald Tremblay, who was the Mayor of Montréal (until November 

5). Many witnesses implicate him namely. 

Newspapers editors demand his resign, so do the leaders of the main provincial 

parties. The Premier of Quebec, Ms Marois, wants him to think about his 

personal future and Montreal’s future. 

Eventually, Gérald Tremblay resigned on November 5.  

 

Meanwhile, the Charbonneau Commission continues its hearings. Actually, when I 

came to Montreal, I did not know all these aspects of Montreal. Now, 

Quebeckers have to inquiry even more, and to make things “cleaner”: 

private/public partnerships, relations between politics and business… 

http://www.montrealgazette.com/corruption/index.html

