
To-do list before leaving Montreal 

for the summer 
EIGHT THINGS YOU NEED TO MAKE SURE TO DO BEFORE THE END OF YOUR SEMESTER 

If Montreal is not you hometown, you will probably leave Montreal in late April or the 

beginning of May. This departure may be definitive if you are an exchange student or if 

you will graduate at the end of this term. Here are four administrative tasks, and four 

more pleasant things to do.  

Find a solution for your accommodation 
If you live off-campus and if your lease agreement will continue beyond your leaving date, you should 

consider a subletting or a lease transfer, so that you do not lose too much money after you vacate. The 

Off-Campus Housing office provides information on its website and plans sessions on Friday in order to 

help you in your search for the right sub-tenant. 

Redirect your emails to another email address 
During the summer, you will probably not check your exchange.mcgill.ca mailbox on a daily basis. So, if 

you have not yet done so, you can change the delivery destination of the emails to another address: the 

IT Knowledge Base has a tutorial for that purpose. Then, Minerva notifications for course waitlists (and 

other administrative emails) will be received directly in your Gmail account. 

Return books to the library 
Do not leave Montreal before you make sure that all the items you borrowed have been returned. 

McGill libraries and the Grande Bibliothèque du Québec will remain open during summer, thus library fines 

will continue to be calculated! Since the fine for an overdue book is $5/day, the total fine can reach $100 

after twenty days. (For the books you bought, you should rather wait for September in order to resell 

them) 

Pack as soon as possible 
In fact you are almost going to move. In order to prevent last-minute madness, prepare the items you 

bring with you far in advance. Select what will be taken home and what remains in Montreal: thus you 

will be able to know if you need to consider a postal package or an extra luggage. 

Visit the Redpath Museum 
Perhaps you had some lectures in the Redpath Auditorium, but why don’t you go upstairs? Dinosaurs, 

stuffed animals and mummies wait for you, and just on-campus: then, there is “no need” to go to the 

ROM in Toronto. Remember that the Redpath Museum is free. 



Visit the Espace pour la vie 
For sure, it is more pleasant to go to the Botanical Garden when it gets warmer and sunnier; indeed, 

Butterflies Go Free’s exhibition closes soon (on April 28) so make sure to visit it during the final exams 

period. The Rio Tinto Alcan Planetarium is located two steps away and opens on April 6: you just need 

to stop at Viau station. Similarly, going back to the Île Sainte-Hélène can be nice, as snow will have 

melted. 

Rent a BIXI 
Many students do not have bicycles in Montreal because black ice and snowfalls make riding more 

hazardous during winter; but then how to find a bicycle for a few weeks in April or May? BIXI stations 

are currently being reinstalled. Get a 24-hour pass (or more depending on your plans), make sure that 

there is a BIXI spot at your departure and arrival points, and then enjoy! “Your” bike can serve for 

casual trips and longer entertainment rides. 

Go on Operation Raccoon 
Beware: do not plan to do that unless you are done with your final exams. There is (at least) one raccoon 

living in the Mont-Royal Park. Try to meet it and to take pictures. If you fail to find any raccoon, it will 

be anyway a nice stroll around the Mountain by a sunny afternoon (… and you could stumble upon a 

raccoon, that is how most people find it). Then, you will be able to tell your parents that Montreal is a 

wild city! 

Obviously this list is to be extended. I also suggest you to empty the fridge and to eat a “final” poutine. 
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